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no one shall remain for ever in hell who has but  as much
faith in his heart as the weight of an atom."

Hell is divided into seven compartments. The first is ap-
propriated to unworthy Moslems,, but since to the worst it is
only a temporary abode, it ought to have been called purgatory;
the second is for Jews; the third for Christians; the fourth for
the Sabians; the fifth for the Magians; the sixth for the idolaters;
and the last and lowest for the hypocrites who professed,
without believing it, some religion. If Dante could have read
the Koran and the Traditions, he would have found many of
his inventions anticipated, and might have discovered tortures not
imagined by him. He would have read of the vicissitudes of
intense heat and extreme cold; of unbelievers having garments
of fire fitted to them; of boiling water poured over their heads ;
and of their being beaten with iron maces, and being dragged
back and mocked by their tormentors saying to them,
" Taste ye the pain of burning" (xxn). Their food will be
of a tree which is called >^j (Zacum), after a thorny Arabian
tree of that name with bitter fruit, but this is also hideous to
behold as the heads of devils (xxxvii), and its fruit shall
mock them. They will be shod with fiery shoes, and will in
vain entreat the blessed to refresh them by pouring water on
their burning heads. The sensual paradise with which Mo-
hammed attracts his followers is proverbial. He evidently
delights in expatiating upon its minute particulars and contrasts
with his own dry, sandy, native land, the gardens through which
rivers flow abounding with palm-trees and pomegranates, where
the believers will taste of whatever fruit they desire, which
they may gather from the branches which will bend towards
them while reclining not only under the shade, but on silk
couches, themselves clothed in green silk and brocades, and
adorned with bracelets of gold and pearl. They are to drink
of the liquor forbidden in this life, but this wine will
never intoxicate or make the head ache; it will be sealed,
not with clay, but with musk, and diluted with water from
the spring Tasnim, and this shall be served to them in cups
of silver by beautiful youths. But their highest enjoyment